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IFID was established in 1994 as a UK
based non-profit organization. It is an inde-
pendent voice calling for an enlightened and
modern understanding of Islam. We believe
that Muslim democrats can potentially
become a stabilizing and a constructive force
in developing institutions, modernizing
Muslim societies and playing their full role
in world peace. The key to a better future for
Muslim nations lies in developing interpreta-
tions of Islam, Muslim thought and attitudes
that are compatible with the contemporary
world.

IFID was founded by Dr Laith Kubba,
who served as it’s first executive director
(1994 to 1998). He was succeeded by Dr
Mansoor Al-Jamri. IFID’s current director is
Dr Najah Kadhim.

IFID aims to:

* Identify, encourage and introduce new,
enlightened Muslim writers to engage in
debate and discussion on key Islamic
issues and establish a network for the
sharing of ideas and experiences on the
challenges faced by Muslims today.

e Initiate innovative ideas that provoke con-
temporary Islamic thought and generate
much needed debate and dialogue.

e Assist and strengthen the efforts of enlight-

ened and liberal Muslim democrats in
propagating a modern understanding of
Islam and it’s values, focusing on human
rights, democracy, pluralism, non-vio-
lence, civil rights, modern institutions and
in identifying future trends and strategies.

IFID Objectives:

. The "Friday Note" - whereby, concise arti-

cles, by known Muslim writers from a
number of countries, address contempo-
rary Muslims concerns. These are emailed
on Fridays, to our online community.
Each year a collection of these articles are
published in book form.

. To improve and update "Islam21.net" Web

site.

. To produce an "educational guide", cater-

ing to the needs of Muslims, that is mod-
ern, scientific, and flexible - to be used
by teachers of religion and by Imams.

. To publish the quarterly "Islam21" jour-

nal, focusing on specific themes.

. To host Seminars, addressing specific top-

ics relevant to current Muslim reality and
to publish and circulate them to individu-
als and organizations.

. To publish the quarterly Islam21  Youth,

focusing on Muslim Identity from a youth
perspective.
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